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- FOURTH SEMESTER
ENG 252

Literary Theory and Criticism
(From the Classical to the Romantic Period)
(Total Credits — 4/ Total Marks — 100)
Course Qbjectives: ’
The course intends to provide a critical understanding of the origins, developments and trends
in literary theory and criticism from the classical period of Plato, Aristotle, Longinus and
Horace to the neoclassical and Romantic periods of English criticism. It addresses crucial

issues, ideas and debates concerning poetry and creative literature.

Learning Outcomes
The course will:

e Acquaint students with the nature, function, language, subject matter and other

aspects of poetry and creative literature.

* Develop effective and informed approaches to interpreting literary texts.

UNIT I

Plato: “Poetry and Education™ from The Republic, Book III

Aristotle: “On Tragedy” from Poetics

UNIT II

Longinus: “The Nature and Sources of the Sublime” from Longinus on the Sublime
Horace: “Observations on Drama” from Ars Poetica

UNIT III

Philip Sidney: “The Chief Objections to Poetry” from An Apology for Poetry

John Dryden: “Ancient versus Modern Drama” from An Essay of Dramatic Poesy
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UNIT IV
Samuel Johnson: “Preface to Shakespeare”

Samuel Taylor Coleridge: ~ “The Language of Metrical Composition” from Biographia

Literaria, Chapter XVIII
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