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Course Objectives:

To introduce classical traditions in political theory to understand how the great thinkers explained
and analyzed political events and problems and the solutions they advocated. The texts are to be
interpreted in their historical and philosophical perspectives to understand the universality of the
enterprise of political theorizing. ;

Learning Qutcomes:

Students will be able to understand and analyse the text and context of the political theories and
their relevance in our contemporary society.

Unit I: Plato: Justice, Communism.
Aristotle: State, Slavery.
Machiavelli: Religion and Ethics, Statecraft.

Unit 1L: Thomas Hobbes: Nature of State, Political Obligation.
John Locke: Property, Limited Government, Revolution.
Jean Jacques Rousseau: Origin of Inequality, General Will.

Unit ITI: Edmund Burke: Tradition.
Jeremy Bentham: Idea of Utility.
J.S. Mill: Liberty, Subjection of Women.

Unit I[V: T.H. Green: Positive Liberty and State.
Georg W.F. Hegel: State, Civil Society.
John Rawls: Justice.
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