5th Semester

%Hl -300- Epistemology and Metaphysics

Credits: 4

Objectives: The course aims to investigate the nature of knowledge, belief, reality, and
existence through the exploration of epistemological and metaphysical theories and
debates.

Unit -1 Meaning and Method of Philosophy
(a) Meaning of Philosophy
(b) Relation of Philosophy to Science
(c) Relation of Philosophy to Religion

Unit Il Sources of Knowledge
(a) Western: Empiricism, Rationalism and Critical Philosophy
(b) Indian: Perception, Inference and Verbal Testimony

Unit— 1l Theories of Truth
(a) Coherence
(b) Correspondence
(c) Pragmatism

Unit -1V Theories of Reality
(a) Monism, Dualism and Pluralism
(b) Realism and Idealism

Unit-V Metaphysical Categories
(a) Substance and Causality
(b) Space and Time

Learning outcome: Students will acquire a robust understanding of key epistemological and
metaphysical concepts, enhancing their ability to critically analyse and evaluate
philosophical theories about knowledge , truth , and the nature of reality.

Suggested Readings:

1. John Hospers, An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis, Allied Publishers, Delhi, 1980
2. Bertrand Russell, Problems of Philosophy, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1912.
3. M. Hiriyanna, The Essentials of Indian Philosophy, London George Allen &amp; Unwin,
1985. ;
4. N. K Smith (Trans.) Immanuel Kant's critique of Pure Reason, The Macmillan Press Ltd.,
London,

1973, pp.41-91.
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5. K. Lehrer, Knowledge, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1974.

6.J .N Mohanty, Classical Indian Philosophy, New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000.

7. D. M Datta, Six Ways of Knowing, Calcutta University Press, 1980, Edn.

8. C. D Sharma, Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, Motilal Banarasidass, Delhi, 1975.

9. D. M Datta &amp; S. Chatterjee, Introduction to Indian Philosophy, University of Calcutta,
1984.

10.
11.

12.
13.

14,

15.

S. Chatterjee, The Nyaya Theory of Knowledge, University of Calcutta, 1978.
Bijayananda Kar, The Theories of Error in Indian Philosophy, Ajanta Publications (India),
1978.

Kirkham, R. Theories of Truth. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1997.

Richard Rorty, Objectivity, Relativism and Truth. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1991. )

A. Tarski, "The Semantic Conception of Truth and the Foundations of Semantics" in
Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 4, 341-376.

Quine, W.V.0. The Pursuit of Truth. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1990.



5th Semester

%I -301- Existentialism

Credits: 4

Objectives: To teach students about the existentialist method of philosophising and the
issues studied by existentialism

Unit -1 Salient Features
(a) Thesistic and Atheistic Existentialism
(b) Existence Precedes Essence
(c) Existentialism as a Movement
(d) Existentialism and Humanism L.

Unit— Il Kierkegaard
(a) Faith, Subjectivity and Truth
(b) Dread
(c) Stages of Life

Unit—1lI Heidegger
(a) Being
(b) Dasein: Understanding and Truth
(c) Being-in-the-World
(d) Authenticity

Unit—1IV Sartre
(a) Being-in-Itself and Being-for-Itself
(b) Freedom
(c) Authenticity
(d) Bad Faith ,

Learning outcome:
Students will get appointed with the philosophical issues and methods studies by

existentialist
Philosopher.

Suggested Readings:

1. Mary Warnock, Existentialism,. Oxford University Press, 1970.

2. Blackman, H. J., Six Existentialist Thinkers, Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 1952.
3. Soren Kierkegaard, Philosophical Fragments, edited and translated by Howard V. Hong
and Edna H. Hong, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersy,1985.



5th Semester
.%ll -302- Philosophy of Value

Credits: 4

Objectives to teach students about the meaning nature and origin of moral, aesthetic and
other value, and exploring philosophical theory that under pin our understanding of what is
valuable in life.

Unit-1 Idea of Value
(a)value as abstract and concrete
(b) Intrinsic and Extrinsic ; ®
(c) Relation between Value, Norm and Moral life

Unit-2 Theories of Value
(a) Kant’s theory of value
(b) Hegel’s theory of value
(c) More theory of Value

Unit-3 Kinds of Values
(a) Pluralist and Monist Values
(b). Non-Standard Value Relations
(c) Attitudes, Interests and bare differences

Unit-4 Owing, Blaming and Judging
(a) What we owe to each other
(b) Nature and Norms of Blameworthiness
(c) Critique of Judgment

Learning students will a acquire comprehensive understanding of the varieties of values and
their moral significance.

Suggested Readings:

1. Philippa, Foot 1985. “Utilitarianism and the Virtues”, Mind, 94(2): 196-209. -
2. Peter Geach 1956. “Good and Evil”, Analysis, 17: 33-42.
3. R.M. Hare1952. The Language of Morals, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
4. Conor McHugh, and Jonathan Way, 2016. “Fittingness First”, Ethics, 126(3): 575-606.
5. John Stuart Mill 1861. Utilitarianism, in Collected Works of John Stuart Mill (Volume 29), J.
M.

Robson (ed.), Toronto: University of Toronto Press, pp. 371-577.
6. G. E. Moore 1993. Principia Ethica, revised edn. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
7. Derek Parfit, 2001. “Rationality and Reasons”, in Dan Egonsson, et al. (eds.), Exploring
Practical



Philosophy, Aldershot: Ashgate, pp. 17-39.
8. Philip Pettit 1997. “The Consequentialist Perspective”, in M. Baron, P. Pettit, and M. Slote,
eds., Three Methods of Ethics. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 92-174.
9. T.M. Scanlon1998. What We Owe to Each Other, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press.
10. Samuel Scheffler 1983. The Rejection of Consequentialism, Oxford: Oxford University
Press.
11. L. Menges 2017, “The Emotion Account of Blame,” Philosophical Studies, 174: 257-273.
12., H. Pickard 2013, “Irrational Blame”, Analysis 73: 613-626



5th Semester
%ll -303- Philosophical Understanding of Culture

Credits: 4

Objective The course aims to explore philosophical prospective on culture by using
philosophical tools to explore on the concepts and component culture.

UNIT-1: Problem of Culture
(a) Philosophy of Culture and Cultural Anthropology
(b) Nature and Culture
(c) Cultural Identity

UNIT=11: Theories of Culture
(a) Structuralism and Functionalism
(b) Culture as Superstructure
(c) Psychoanalysis

UNIT-1II : Critique of Traditional Theories
(a) Culture as Text (Narrative and Hermeneutics)
(b) Post-Modern Concept of Culture
(c) Post-Structural Critical Theory

UNIT=1V: Tribal Epistemology
(a) Concept of Tribe and Ethnicity
(b)Distinctiveness of a Tribal Culture: Frazer, Malinowshi and Geertz
(c)Tribal World View : Rationality, Identity and Relationality

Learning Outcome Students will develop announced understanding of cultre through
philosophical analyst interpretation

Suggested Readings:
1. Philip Smith, Cultural Theory, Blackwell Publishers, Oxford, 2001.
2. Simon Clarke, Foundations of Structuralism, The Harvester Press, Sussex, 1981.
3. Terry Eagleton, The Idea of Culture, Blackwell, Oxford, 2001.
4. Levi-Strauss, C., Structural Anthropology, Basic Books Paul, 1970.
5. Jeet Uberoi, Science and Culture, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1978.
6. Turner Bryan(Ed.), Theories of Modernity and Post-modernity, Sage, London, 1990.
7. Habermas. J., The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity, Polity Press, 1987.
8. Fred Inglis, Cultural Studies, Blackwell Publishers, Oxford, 1994.
9. A.K. Saron, “The Traditional Vision of Man”, in Language, Tradition and Modernity (Eds.),
R.C.
Gandhi, 1985.
10. Mrinal Miri, Identity and the Moral Life, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2003.



11. Giddens, Anthony, Modernity and Self Identity, Stanford University Press, 1991.
12. Berlin, I., Concepts and Categories, Hogarth Press, 1978.
13. Connor, S., Theory and Cultural Value, Basil Blackwell, 1992.
14. Hacking, 1., The Taming of Change, Cambridge University Press, 1990.
15. Lentricchia, J., Criticism and Social Change, Chicago University Press, 1983.
16. Ryan, A., ‘When it’s rational to be irrational’ New York Review of Books, 10 October,
1991,
17. Thomas, K., Religion and the Decline of Magic, Penguin, 1980.
18. Geertz, C., The Interpretation of Cultures, Hutchinson, 1975.
19. Wittgenstein, L., Remarks on Frazer’s ‘Golden Bough’ (ed) R. Rhees Humanities Press,
N.J., 1979.
20. Malinowski, B., A Scientific Theory of Culture and Other Essays, Chapel Hill, University of
North 4
California Press, 1944.
21. Torrance Robert M. (Ed), Encompassing Nature : A source Book Counterpoint,

Washington, 1998.

Additional Readings:
1. G C Pande, The Meaning and Process of Culture, Shival Lal Agarwal & amp; Company,
Agra, 1972.
2. James F. Dawns, Culture in Crisis, USA, 1971.
3. Martin Holis (Ed), Rationality and Relativism, Blackwell, 1993.
4. R. Firth, Man and Culture, Humanities Press, 1970.
5. Kroeber, A. C and Cluckhohn Clyde, Culture: A Critical Reviews of Concepts and
Definitions, MA
Peabody Museum, Cambridge, 1952.
6. N K Devaraj, Philosophy of Culture, Kitab Mahal, Allahabad, 1963.
7. Reissman Catherine Kohler, Narrative Analysis, Newbury Park, CA, Sage, 1993.
8. Jackson L. The Poverty of Structuralism and Structuralist Theory, Longman, 1991.
9. Ellioin, Psychoanalytic Theory, Blackwell, Oxford, 1994.



